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ciple. I do not fear for the integrity of the old
Liberty men, the mob-tried, church-censured con-
fessors of '35 and '36. They may get off the track
now and then, but their instincts will set them
right. But we are now all abolitionists; it is as
difficult to find an open pro-slavery man now as
it was in '33 to find an anti-slavery one; yet I
have scarcely charity enough to suppose that this
marvelous conversion is altogether genuine and
heartfelt. The responsibilities of the cause never
rested heavier on the genuine old-fashioned aboli-
tionists than at this time. I feel extremely anx-
ious about the result of the attempt to unite the
Barnburners with the old Plunkers in your State.
If they can come together on the basis of the Ver-
mont resolutions I shall hope for the best.

" The next Congress will settle the California
and New Mexico question. I look forward with
hope not wholly unmingled with fear. Can thee
not spend a few weeks at Washington this winter ?
Depend upon it, there will be ample opportunity
for the profitable exercise of all thy powers. Dr.
Bailey [of the ' National Era '] is confined to his
office; there must be some one always there to
supply the members with necessary facts, for they
are all sadly ignorant in this matter. But alas, I
am laying out work for others, while I am myself
well-nigh, powerless! What Providence has in
store for me I know not, but my heart is full of
thankfulness that I have been permitted to do
something for the cause of humanity, and that
with aE my sins and errors I have not been suf-
fered to live wholly for myself.